
Philosophy 271: Introduction to Philosophy

Patten University at San Quentin
Spring 2016

Fridays 3-5pm and Sundays 3-5pm

Instructors

Main Instructors: Melissa Fusco and Quinn Gibson

Teaching Assistant: Dan Khokhar

Study Hall Tutor: Nick Gooding

Introduction

Welcome to Philosophy 271! In this course, we will examine some famous contemporary

and historical philosophical arguments on the nature of the mind, on personal identity,

ethical theories, free will, and the notion of meaning. How can a physical object like the

human brain give rise to the conscious mind? Is it possible for persons to switch bodies?

Is what makes an action good its consequences, or the motives from which it springs?

Are we the ultimate authors of our actions? What makes a mark or a gesture not merely

informative or misleading, but a truth or a lie? In investigating these questions, we will

focus on critical thinking, careful writing, and argument reconstruction.

Texts

All readings will be provided.

Learning Outcomes

Upon completion of Philosophy 271, students should have:

1. Come to understand the problem of mind-body interaction.

2. Come to understand the challenges facing functionalist theories of mind.

3. Acquired a basic understanding of contemporary research in The Problem of Ethics

and Freedom of the Will.

4. Acquired a basic understanding of classic philosophical approaches to meaning.

5. Increased their capability in precise philosophical thinking, writing, and problem

solving.
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6. Learned to better revise a piece of their own writing both towards improving the

arguments advanced therein and also the clarity of the writing.

Attendance

Attendance at all class meetings is required. Attendance includes arriving on time and

staying to the end of the class. These expectations apply to students taking the class for

credit and to auditors. Absences due to the following will be considered excused. However,

no student who misses more than five classes, for any reason, will be able to pass the class.

Excused absences include:

• Institutional lockdowns

• Medical lay-ins or hospitalizations

• Court dates

• Administrative segregation

• Religious holidays

• Package pick-up (one per semester)

Any unexcused absence, late arrival (not due to an institutional hold-up), or early departure

will result in a grade drop of 1/3 of a letter grade (i.e., from an ‘A’ to an ‘A-’, or a ‘B+’ to

a ‘B’). Students are responsible for catching up on material covered during classes they’ve

missed, and for completing all assignments. An explanation of any absence, late arrival,

or early departure (whether excused or not) should be submitted in writing.

Methods of Instruction

This course will primarily consist of in-depth class discussions of the reading material. Stu-

dents are encouraged to ask questions and participate in class (see “Course Requirements”

below for details).

Course Requirements & Grading Breakdown

There are 22 reading assignments for this course. That number may seem small, but the

readings are all difficult and the must be read several times. In order to encourage you

to read thoroughly you are required to write one-page summaries of the readings. These

summaries are due at the beginning of class on the first day that the reading is discussed.

You may “pass” on writing 10 of the reading summaries. That means that each student is

required to submit 12 reading summaries. The first reading summary (due at class meeting

#2) is not optional. You may not use a “pass” on this reading summary. All students

must submit this assignment. It will count towards the total number of reading summaries

required.

Each summary should be no more than one page in length. Some readings may de-

mand only a couple paragraphs to summarize, while others may need the full page. It

is important that these writing assignments are brief. It is easy to write a lot. What is
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more difficult is to express complex ideas concisely and perspicuously! The regular writing

assignments must not exceed one single-sided page. These reading summaries will only be

accepted on the day when the reading is first assigned. For example, if a certain reading

is assigned for a Friday meeting and the same reading is also assigned for the following

Sunday meeting, then the reading summary can only be submitted in class on Friday. This

is because the reading summaries are meant to force you to wrestle with the reading on

your own and attempt to understand the central ideas that they discuss.

These reading assignments should each seek to answer the following question: what

is the central claim that the philosopher is arguing for and what argument(s) does he or

she provide for that claim? These reading summaries may include a very brief (one or

two sentences at most) statement of your own view at the end, but no more than that.

The main aim of the reading summaries is to demonstrate understanding of the reading

material. There will be plenty of time for you to express you own views at length, both in

class and in the larger assignments.

The grades will be distributed according to the overall clarity and precision of writing

and level of demonstrated understanding of the reading. Grades on the reading summaries

will be a check, check-minus, or check-plus.

Due on class meeting #15 will be a short essay on some topic in the Philosophy of

Mind; more specific topic descriptions will be distributed during class meeting #10. The

assignment will be discussed in class. There will be one final term paper at the end of the

semester; these topics will be distributed during class meeting #23. A first draft will be

due in class meeting #24, and the final version will be due in the final week of class on

meeting #26. Details will be worked out later in the semester.

Note: Students are required to include the following information on all assignments

and exams: name, CDC#, housing, date, name of course, name of instructor.

Grade Breakdown

Reading Summary Assignments 40% Throughout the semester

Short (three-page) paper 20% March 18

Final (four to five-page) paper 30% April 24

Attendance and Participation 10% Throughout the semester

Academic Honesty

Academic dishonesty includes copying someone else’s work, collaborating on work without

explicit permission, completing another student’s coursework, and plagiarism. Plagiarism

is the presentation of someone else’s words or ideas as your own; it is considered stealing.

In this course, any incident of academic dishonesty will cause students to fail the assign-

ment and possibly the class.

All graded assignments in this class will be done outside of class. While it is perfectly

acceptable and even expected that students will discuss the issues and ideas raised by the

assignments with classmates, the writing must be done by each individual student.
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Important Dates

Final Day to Add or Drop (any class) Wednesday, February 3

Short Paper Due Friday, March 18

Final Day to Withdraw (any class) Wednesday, March 30

Final Paper Draft Due Sunday, April 17

Final Paper Due Sunday, April 24

Course Schedule

Note: All reading and assignments corresponding to a particular class meeting are to be

done before that class meeting.

I. Mind

Dualism and Theories of Mind

Meeting 1: January 22th

Read: Introduction; no reading today.

Due: Nothing due today

Learning outcomes: 1, 5

Meeting 2: January 24

Read: René Descartes, Mediations on First Philosophy 2

Due: Summary of Mediation 2 (Required)

Learning outcomes: 1, 5

January 29: Cancelled

January 31: Cancelled

Meeting 3: February 5th

Read: René Descartes, Meditations on First Philosophy 6

Due: Summary of Meditation 6

Learning outcomes: 1, 5

Meeting 4: February 7th

Read: Gilbert Ryle, “Descartes’ Myth”

Due: Summary of “Descartes’ Myth”

Learning outcomes: 1, 5

February 3: last day to add or drop class

Meeting 5: February 12th

Read: Smart, “Sensations and Brain Processes”

Due: Summary of “Sensations and Brain Processes”

Learning outcomes: 1, 5
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Meeting 6: February 14th

Read: Re-read Smart

Due: Nothing due today

Learning outcomes: 2, 5

The Problem of Conciousness

Meeting 7: February 19th

Read: Hilary Putnam, “Brains and Behaviour”

Due: Summary of “Brains and Behavior”

Learning outcomes: 2, 5

Meeting 8: February 21st

Read: John Searle, “Minds, Brains and Programs”

Due: Summary of “Minds, Brains and Programs”

Learning outcomes: 2, 5

Meeting 9: February 26th

Read: Thomas Nagel, “What is it Like to be a Bat?”

Due: Summary of “What is it Like to be a Bat?”

Learning outcomes: 2, 5

Meeting 10: February 28th

Read: Martine Nida-Rümelin, “Pseudonormal Vision”

Due: Summary of “Pseudonormal Vision”

Short Paper Topics Distributed in Class

Learning outcomes: 2, 5, 6

Meeting 11: March 4th

Read: Jackson, “Epiphenomenal Qualia”

Due: Summary of “Epiphenomenal Qualia”

Learning outcomes: 2, 5

Personal Identity

Meeting 12: March 6th

Read: Locke, “Of Identity and Diversity”

Due: Summary of “Of Identity and Diversity”

Learning outcomes: 5

Meeting 13: March 11th

Read: Derek Parfit, “Personal Identity”

Due: Summary of “Personal Identity”

Learning outcomes: 5

Meeting 14: March 13th

Read: Bernard Williams, “The Self and the Future”

Due: Summary of “The Self and the Future”

Learning outcomes: 5
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II. Ethics

Utilitarianism

Meeting 15: March 18th

Read: J.J.C Smart, “Outline of a Utilitarian System of Ethics”

Due: Short Paper

Learning outcomes: 3, 5

Meeting 16: March 20

Read: Re-read Smart

Due: Summary of “Outline of a Utilitarian System of Ethics”

Learning outcomes: 3, 5

Meeting 17: March 25th

Read: Bernard Williams, “A Critique of Utilitarianism”

Due: Summary of “A Critique of Utilitarianism”

Learning outcomes: 3, 5

Meeting 18: March 27th

Read: Re-read Williams

Due: Nothing due today

Learning outcomes: 3, 5

The Problem of Ethics and the Amoralist Challenge

Meeting 19: April 1st

Read: Plato, Republic (Selections from Bks I and II)

Due: Summary of Republic selections

Learning outcomes: 3, 5

March 30: last day to withdraw

Meeting 20: April 3rd

Read: Aristotle, Nichomachean Ethics (Bks I and II)

Due: Summary of Nichomachean Ethics selections

Learning outcomes: 3, 5

Freedom of the Will and Moral Responsibility

Meeting 21: April 8th

Read: Paul Ree, “The Illusion of Free Will” (Selections)

Due: Summary of “The Illusion of Free Will”

Learning outcomes: 3, 5

Meeting 22: April 10th

Read: Harry Frankfurt, “Freedom of the Will and the Concept of a Person”

Due: Summary of “Freedom of the Will and the Concept of a Person”

Learning outcomes: 3, 5
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Weakness of Will

Meeting 23: April 15th

Read: Aristotle, Nichomachean Ethics Bk VII 1-3; Plato Protagoras (Selections)

Due: Summary of Nichomachean Ethics selections or Protagoras

Final Paper Topics Distributed in Class

Learning outcomes: 3, 5, 6

Meeting 24: April 17

Read: Re-Read Plato and Aristotle

Due: Draft of Final Paper

Learning outcomes: 3, 5, 6

III. Meaning

Meeting 25: April 22

Read: Alan Turing, “Computing Machinery and Intelligence”

Due: Summary of “Computing Machinery and Intelligence”

Learning outcomes: 4, 5

Meeting 26: April 24

Read: H. P. Grice, “Meaning”

Due: Summary of “Meaning” and Final Paper

Learning outcomes: 4, 5, 6
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